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Minutes of the 108
th 

Annual General Meeting of the Lothian Small-Bore Shooting Association, 

held at the Balerno and Currie range on 23
rd 

May 2013, at 7:45pm. 

Chair: J R Buchanan 
 

1. Apologies for absence 

Apologies were received from Mr S Mackenzie, Mr G Fraser, Mr N Georgeson, Mr D Cummings, 

Mr W F Hamilton, Mrs A Hamilton and Mr C Watson. 

2. Minutes of the 107
th  

AGM on 31
st  

May 2012. 

Mr. Thomson pointed out that item 4 should read “Commonwealth Cities” in place of “Cities and 

Boroughs”. Adoption of the minutes of the previous AGM was proposed by Ian Thomson and 

seconded by Angus Patterson. 

3. Matters arising from Minutes of the 107
th  

AGM on 31
st   

May 2012. 
Mr. Buchanan explained that a team was entered into the Commonwealth Cities match on a free 

entry from the NSRA. No official result was received from the NSRA but the result was published 

in the Rifleman magazine. 
 

4. Chairman’s Report 

Mr. Buchanan began by stating that there had been county team shooting during the past season 

thanks to Ian Thomson who stepped forward to organize 3 teams. 
 

5. Treasurer’s Report 

C Broughton presented the accounts for the year ending 31
st 

March 2013. He highlighted that this 

year the Association had made a profit of £62. This was less than the previous year due to a drop in 

the number of clubs affiliating and a slight increase in expenses caused by engraving costs. The 

Association continues to maintain a balance of over £7,000 with a typical annual revenue and 

expenditure of approximately £1,000. 
 

Mr Buchanan asked whether the association should raise entry fees but C Broughton said that he 

would prefer to see an increase in participation in the competitions to increase revenue. 
 

6. NSRA Representative. 

Mr Buchanan said that he had attended only one meeting during the year in November. He was 

unable to attend in February due to snow. 
 

7. Items of Business 
 

7.1. Adoption of a new constitution and byelaws 

 

Mr Buchanan explained that under the new requirements for insurance the LSSA 

constitution had been submitted to the NSRA who had returned it stating that it was not 
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satisfactory in regard to its provision for handling disputes. This meant that the insurers 

were not prepared to insure the association for any liabilities due to a member bringing any 

legal challenge to any decision made by the executive committee. This would leave the 

individuals of the executive committee liable. 
 

To bring the Association’s constitution into line with that recommended by the NSRA The 

secretary has taken the constitution recommended by the NSRA and adapted it to meet the 

association’s needs. 
 

C Broughton highlighted that the proposed constitution included the provision of individual 

membership, which was not something the association has made much use of in the past but 

it would allow for people who wanted to shoot in individual competitions to do so if their 

club had not affiliated. The meeting agreed that a fee of £5 would be a suitable individual 

membership fee. 
 

Mr Buchanan requested one change to the proposed constitution, that each affiliated club 

have a maximum of 5 votes at an AGM or EGM to continue this provision from the 

previous constitution. The meeting agreed. 
 

After some discussion on the requirement for the new constitution, and some of the content , 

the chair called for a vote on adopting the proposed constitution, which was accepted 

unanimously. 
 

8. Election of Office Bearers. 

J R Buchanan reminded the meeting that there were still open positions for: President (Chair), 

Secretary or Treasurer and County Captain. The following office bearers were proposed unopposed: 

 

Chair - No nominations 

Vice Chair - J R Buchanan, proposed by A Patterson, seconded by R Thomson 

Secretary - C Broughton, proposed by J R Buchanan, seconded by D Duff 

Treasurer - C Broughton, proposed by J R Buchanan, seconded by D Duff 

County Captain – B Atkinson, proposed by C I H Thomson, seconded by A Patterson 

Shoulder-to-Shoulder League Secretary – A Paterson, proposed by J R Buchanan, seconded by 

J Hind 

Team Postal League Secretary – J Buchanan, proposed by R Thomson, seconded by C I H 

Thomson 

Awards Secretary - D Duff, proposed by C Mackenzie, seconded by C Broughton 

NSRA Rep. - J R Buchanan 

Individual League Secretary - D Cummings, proposed by C Broughton, seconded J R Buchanan 

Management Committee member – C Watson, proposed by C Mackenzie, seconded by C 

Broughton. 
 

9. Other Business 
 

County Teams – C I H Thomson 

 

Mr. Thomson said that he had come forward to run the county teams because he was disgusted that 

there was no county shooting in Lothian the previous year. He said that he was not County Captain 

but had agreed to run a main team, Ladies team and a junior team. All of the results have been 

posted on the website. The teams had not done well, partly because a year had been missed and new 

averages had to be submitted which meant that the teams were probably not placed in the correct 

divisions. Both the main team and the ladies team won very few matches. The juniors had a very 

good start but a poor finish. 
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Mr Thomson said that he had a good response from all of the people that he asked to shoot and 

thanked the team members. 
 

Other competitions shot were the BSA Cup and Inter-regional match, for which there were reports 

on the website. Also on the website was a request for volunteers to help at the Scottish meeting at 

Lauder. 
 

Outdoor Range – C I H Thomson 
 

Mr. Thomson said that he had visited the site and that access was viable from the main road. There 

was some earth banking but that this would need to be increased. The issues of noise and rent had 

not yet been considered by the owner. Mr. Thomson said that the original architect that he had 

asked to look at planning the project was no longer available but he thought that another was 

available. Mr. Thomson said that it was difficult to judge how much an outdoor range would be 

used. Mr. Buchanan reminded the meeting that a previous meeting had agreed to make up to £3500 

available for the initial feasibility study for the outdoor range. 
 

Changes to the website – C Broughton on behalf of W F Hamilton. 
 

C Broughton said that Mr. Hamilton was proposing to change the hosting of the website to a 

platform that woud allow a secure area. Within that secure area he proposed to post items such as 

AGM minutes etc. He asked whether the meeting was happy with this proposal and the meeting 

indicated that it was in agreement. 
 

Angus Patterson told the meeting that he wanted to acknowledge the support provided to him by 

Mr W F Hamilton in running the Shoulder-to-shoulder league. 
 

Brian Atkinson thanked Ian Thomson for running the county teams over the previous season. 
 

The Chair thanked Balerno and Currie Rifle Club for the use of their club room for the meeting. 

The meeting closed at 9:40pm 

Attendees: 

D McConnell – Redcraig J Morrison – Civil Service 

A Paterson - Prestonpans J Hind – Pathhead 
P May – Balerno & Currie R Thomson - Watsonians 

D Duff - Prestonpans J. R. Buchanan - Masonic 

J Scott - Pathhead I Thomson - Watsonians 

C Broughton - Masonic B Atkinson – E U Alumni 

K Karle – Balerno & Currie C Mackenzie – Heriots FP 


