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Minutes of  the 105th Annual General Meeting of the Lothian Small-Bore Shooting Association, 
held at the Balerno and Currie range on 11th June 2010.

Chair: J R Buchanan

1. Apologies for absence
Apologies were received from Mrs. A. M Hamilton, Mr I Thomson, Mr R McMillan and Mr J Scott 
(Snr).

2. Minutes of the 104th  AGM on 28th May 2009.
Adoption of the minutes of the previous AGM was proposed by W F Hamilton and seconded by J 
Scott.

3. Matters arising from Minutes of the 104th  AGM on 28th May 2009.
J R Buchanan said that we had won the Cities and Boroughs competition last year and medals were 
distributed to team members just before Christmas.

Mr Duff reported that the cost of engraving the prize medals would be approx. £4 each, resulting in 
an annual cost of approx. £200. Also, as the medals had a trademark embossed on the back, there 
was only a limited space for engraving. Mr Duff said that the association has a stock of medals to 
last about ten more years. However, he has been informed by Alpha trophies that the die is likely to 
be thrown away before then. Mr Duff was asked to enquire whether the association could purchase 
the die to secure it for the future.

4. Chairman’s Report
The chairman’s report was short. Mr Buchanan expressed his hope that all clubs that were going 
through their renewal process would be successful. He said that he has not heard of any being 
unsuccessful. 

5. Treasurer’s Report
The Treasurer distributed copies of the accounts and highlighted that as yet these had not been 
inspected.  There had been a slight increase in the number of affiliations and competition entries 
this year, helped by the affiliation of the Orkeny club.

Overall, the association is breaking even with a turnover this year of  £1,228

The treasurer said that some people entering the Championship competitions which had an entry fee 
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of £2.50 were forgetting the 50p when writing their cheques. As it is impractical to chase up the odd 
50p, the Treasurer asked if the meeting agreed to round up the entry fee to £3. Everyone agreed.

6. County Captain’s Report.

Scottish Meeting, Forres, June 2009. 
Unfortunately there were insufficient numbers attending to enter any sort of competitive team in 
the Sextette at his time.  This must be the first time for a very many years that we have not been 
able to field a team. 
 
Bisley August 2009: 
Once again there were insufficient numbers attending to enter teams in the Sextette and County 
50m comps. 
 
Nobody was available to shoot in the County Champions match. 
 
Indoor Leagues 2009-10: 
 
Main Prone: 
We were again placed in Division 2 on our submitted averages, and finished one place lower than 
last year, that is in 6th and last place with only two wins.  It was a very erratic season, with the 
score in round 2 being the lowest for this team this century.  We might be in Division 3 next 
season as we had the lowest average, and our declared averages for next season’s team will 
obviously reflect that. 
 
Congratulations once again to Alasdair Horne of B&C for having the highest average in the team - 
99.6.   
 
Main Reserves 
After finishing in 5th place in Division 4 last season, we were back in Division 5 again where we 
might have expected to be a little more competitive.  After a bright start we were stuck in third 
place from round 3 onwards and that’s where we finished.  We had the third best average, so that 
was probably the right result.  Fraser Cheetham (Watsonians) had the team’s top average, of 97.2. 
 
Women 
Following three losses in the first four rounds, the scores improved a bit and most of the season 
was spent in mid-table, and a late surge actually saw us leading in round 9.  However, a very poor 
score in the last round lost the match to the eventual winners and we finished second. 
 
Beverly Burnside again topped the team’s averages with 97.9. 
 
Juniors 
For many years our Junior team has led the way in the county leagues for Lothian, winning 
Division 1 of their league on numerous occasions.  However, all good things have to come to an 
end, and this season the team finished 5th.  There were many close matches though and with a bit 
of luck the final placing could have been much higher.  Top average was Andrew Ross (B&C) 
with 98.1. 
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Junior Reserves 
For the first time for many years we fielded a Junior B team, and it came as close as any of our 
teams to winning a division, coming 2nd in Division 3 of the Junior league.  Again, scores tended 
to be a little erratic and we lost matches we could have won, but still this was a good showing.  
Top average was Jonty Barron (GWC) with 95.4. 
 
3P  
The NSRA reduced the team size from four to three for this season, so that made things easier for 
the counties with the better shooters to win matches.  On paper we have a good team, including 
two Commonwealth Games shooters, but over the season the scores just were not consistent 
enough and despite leading the division on several occasions, we finished 4th. Top average was 
again Graham Rudd, with 285.7. 
 
Air Rifle 
Again, for the first time for a number of years we entered a team in the air rifle league, and got put 
straight into Division 1 as I expected.  Most of our team is highly experienced, with three of the 
team of five having shot for Scotland in the Commonwealth Games.  I had high hopes of a good 
placing.  However, it took a couple of rounds for the team to find its feet, losing the first match to 
our local rivals Forth & Clyde by only three points, and to the eventual winners in the second.  A 
bit of a disaster occurred for rounds 5, 6 and 7, when one competitor’s cards got sent in unsigned 
and were disqualified.  This obviously blew a hole in our aspirations, and the team did well to 
finish in 3rd place.  This was a good team, and generally shot the second-best score of each round 
(the best in round 10).  We could not have won, as Surrey were always well ahead, but we would 
have been a solid second if the disqualified cards had been signed. 
 
KO 
After scraping through Round 1 against Sussex by two points, we suffered from a dates mix-up at 
one club, resulting in two missing cards which ensured we lost quite comfortably to 
Buckinghamshire in the second round. 
 
Annual Matches: 
 
BSA Cup: 
In the 2009 competition we were 7th, quite well down and a little disappointing.  We shot the 2010 
match in March and our estimated score is ten points up on last year’s so I hope this will improve 
our placing. The result will not be out till November. 
 
Women’s Indoor Match 
In the 2009 match, we were placed fourth, which isn’t too bad considering we were last only two 
or three years ago.  The estimate for 2010 match gives a score a little lower than last year’s, so we 
shouldn’t hold out too much hope. 
 
Cities & Boroughs  
We shot this in April and the result should be out soon (if not already announced).  After winning 
this last year, our estimated score is lower than last year’s second-place score, so we have to keep 
our fingers crossed on this one. 
 
Commonwealth Cities  
We shot the 2009 competition in September after the NSRA once again struggled to get enough 
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entries to run the match.  There were five entries eventually, and one was a no return.  The 
outcome was yet another win for Edinburgh, with a convincing margin over Auckland.   We shall 
also shoot the 2010 match in September. 
 
SSRA Inter-Region shoot 
This competition is held at Denwood in Aberdeen in April each year and is for Scottish regional 
teams of six, best five to count, shooting both an indoor and an outdoor match.  I had a great deal 
of difficulty finding a team, but eventually I found five to shoot.  Unfortunately one of these was 
stranded in Germany due to the volcanic ash problem which delayed his flight home and the team 
was one short.  Due to the way the SSRA ran the competition and published the results, our 
participation in the competition was essentially ignored, and I managed to obtain a refund of the 
entry fee. 
 
Conclusion 
 
On the County's behalf, I'd like to thank everyone who participated in all these teams this season.  
As you might know, we have reinstated the County Award scheme.  An award is given to anyone 
who has shot all ten rounds of any county team for two consecutive years.  The badges will be 
given out at the prizegiving later on tonight.     
 
W F Hamilton 
County Captain 

7. NSRA Representative.
Mr Buchanan said that he had attended two meetings this year, in his capacity as NSRA rep. He said 
that he has the impression that most items of business are discussed outside of the meetings as they 
tend to get passed through without much discussion at the meetings.

At the last meeting there was a discussion about how to increase NSRA membership as there are 
many more shooters than members. It seemed that the most common reason for shooters becoming 
members was to obtain the insurance. 

Mr Buchanan said that he would not be attending the AGM as this was too close to the Bisley 
meeting in August.

8. Items of Business
8.1.  Protection of Children and Vulnerable Adults – The NSRA is urging us to appoint a 
Child Protection Officer.

After some discussion the meeting agreed that, in principle, the association needs a CPO. It 
was felt that it would be helpful if a CPO from one of the affiliated clubs could take on this 
role for the association. J R Buchanan asked the attendees to discuss this with their clubs and 
he asked the Secretary to write to the clubs to ask for a volunteer.

8.2. New wording for association competition rules.

The following change of text for rule D2 for the Team Postal League was proposed:
“All shot cards must be returned by the due date under penalty of disqualification for 
the match period concerned.”
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Will be replaced with:

“All shot cards must be received by the due date under penalty of disqualification for 
the match period concerned.”

An additional rule for Individual Postal League was proposed:

“When two or more competitors are tied on the same number of points, the winner 
will be determined by the highest aggregate gun score”

These two proposals were accepted by the meeting, but during discussion it was identified 
that similar gaps probably existed in other competition rules. J R Buchanan suggested that all 
the association rules probably needed to be reviewed.

9. Election of Office Bearers.
J R Buchanan asked for nominations and for volunteers to put themselves forward for the open 
positions of President (Chair), Secretary or Treasurer. The following office bearers were proposed 
by G Fraser and seconded by S R Mackenzie and elected en block, unopposed:

Chair - no proposals
Vice Chair - J R Buchanan, 
Secretary - C Broughton,
Treasurer - C Broughton,
County Captain - W F Hamilton, 
Shoulder-to-Shoulder League Secretary - W F Hamilton,
Team Postal League Secretary - W F Hamilton,
Awards Secretary - D Duff,
NSRA Rep. - J R Buchanan,
Individual League Secretary - D Cummings.

10. Other Business

10.1. Mr J Scott expressed his dissatisfaction with the way that the the rules had been changed 
for the awarding of the County Medal. These rules had been changed by the executive committee 
and he said that he felt that the decision should have been taken by the AGM.

10.2. The rules for the shoulder-to-shoulder leagues need to be modified as there is no rule 
preventing a shooter with a higher average joining a division 2 team after they have declared an 
average. Mr Hamilton said that he would draft up a new rule in line with current NSRA rules.

The meeting closed at 8:55pm. Mr Buchanan thanked the Balerno and Currie Rifle Club for the use of 
their club house for the meeting.

Attendees:
David Cummings - Dalkeith Frank Gifford - Balerno & Currie
David Mowat - Pentland RC Beverley Burnside - Watsonians
Iain Forrest - Pathhead Bruce Forrest - Pathhead
W Vaughan - Selkirk Jimmy Scott - Pathhead
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S. R. Mackenzie - Heriots FP Keith Karle - Balerno & Currie
Graeme Fraser - Edinburgh Civil Service Jim Hind - Pathhead
Jim W. Scott - Pathhead Lloyd Prentice - Heriot Watt
D Duff - Prestonpans 
 W. F. Hamilton - Watsonians
Carl Broughton - Masonic J. R. Buchanan - Masonic
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